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U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES




Jim Davis, Press Secretary
(202) 22~2171
FAX(202)22~3158
SUBCOMMITIEE TO RECEIVE USDA TESTIMONY ON
DEPARTMENT REORGANIZATION LEGISLATION
For immediate release, Monday, November 29, 1993
WASHINGTON -- The House Agriculture Subcommittee on Department
Operations and Nutrition has scheduled a hearing to review the details of Secretary
Espy's plans for reorganizing the U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA),
Subcommittee Chairman Charles Stenholm, D-Texas, announced Monday.
The hearing ""ill be held on Wednesday, December 8, beginning at 10:00 a.m.
in room 1300 of the Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
The Subcommittee is considering H.R. 3171, the Department of Agriculture
Reorganization Act of 1993, which would give the Secretary broader authority to
institute the reforms he believes are necessary to improve USDA's structure and
management, starting with Washington-based operations and personnel.
"This legislation in its present form could open the door to dramatic, even
historic, improvements in the way USDA does business, at a potential cost savings
to taxpayers. It is important that Members have a clear understanding of how the
Secretary intends to implement this authority, and how it will affect the delivery of
programs at the local level," said Stenholm.
"The Department's reorganization proposal has raised many questions. I look
forward to hearing Deputy Secretary Rominger's views about how the Administration
intends to exercise the rather broad authority it has requested in H.R. 3171," said
Rep. Robert F. Smith, R-Ore., the panel's ranking minority member.
Originally scheduled for November 18, this hearing was postponed because the
Administration indicated that it needed more time to prepare the details of its
implementation plans.
For additional information concerning the hearing, contact Geoff Becker of the
Subcommittee staff at 202-225-8406.
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